
2/3/15 7:33 PMBronx School Is Latest Found With PCBs - Metropolis - WSJ

Page 1 of 2http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2011/02/07/bronx-school-is-latest-found-with-pcbs/

NEW YORK
Log In

2015 2015

12:09 pm ET
Feb 7, 2011 SCHOOLS

COMMENTS

 

Bronx School Is Latest Found With
PCBs

BRONX EDENWALD EDUCATION EPA HEALTH NYNEWS PCBS SCHOOLS

   

By DEVLIN BARRETT  

The drip, drip, drip of PCB findings in city schools continued Monday, as the
Environmental Protection Agency found evidence of the probable carcinogen chemicals at
a Bronx elementary school.

Ten of thirteen samples taken from lighting fixtures at P.S. 68 showed PCB levels above
the federal limit of 50 parts per million. The school is located on Monticello Avenue in the
Edenwald neighborhood.

Every weekend for the past month, the EPA has been conducting spot inspections at
city schools of aging lighting fixtures suspected of leaking the chemicals, which in
addition to posing cancer risks have also been linked to reproductive and immune-system
disorders. The EPA has now found high levels of PCBs in all four of the schools it has
inspected, including P.S. 53 in Staten Island, P.S. 11 in Brooklyn and P.S. 13/P.S. 358
in Brooklyn.

The EPA has been in a long-running argument with city education officials about whether
PCBs pose health hazards to students and staff at the schools. The city says there is no
immediate risk. The EPA says PCB exposure over time is serious and has urged the city
to immediately begin replacing all the suspect light fixtures, which are believed to still be in
use in nearly 800 city schools.

The city has balked at that request, saying it would cost $1 billion to do so. EPA officials
have cast doubt on that figure and began conducting their own testing to see just how
common the PCB-leaking light fixtures are.

PCBS were used for decades in construction after World War II and were banned in 1978
once the health risks became known. Federal law requires removal of material with PCBs
in higher concentrations than 50 parts per million.
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