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David O. Carpenter, M.D.


My name is David O. Carpenter, and I am a public health physician, educated at Harvard College where I graduated magna cum laude in 1959 and at Harvard Medical School where I graduated cum laude in 1964.  I have pursued a career in biomedical research and public health rather than patient care.  I served as Director of the Wadsworth Center for Laboratories and Research of the New York State Department of Health from 1980-1985, then became the founding Dean of the School of Public Health of the University at Albany, a position I held until 1998.  My present position is Director of the Institute for Health and the Environment and Professor of Environmental Health and Toxicology in the School of Public Health at the University at Albany.  My Curriculum Vitae is attached.

Qualifications: 


My early research was focused on study of the physiology of the brain, while my more recent studies have focused on investigations of animal models of human neurologic diseases, especially diseases induced by toxic agents.  In addition, I am currently investigating the distribution of various human diseases in relation to residence near hazardous waste sites.  For more than twelve years I directed a large, interdisciplinary research study on polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), funded by the Superfund Basic Research Program of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, one of the National Institutes of Health.  Our particular study, supported last year at over $2 million a year, was designed around the PCB contamination coming from the General Motors Foundry Site in Massena, NY, which is directly adjacent to the Mohawk Nation of Akwesasne, a Native American community of individuals who traditionally eat fish from waters now heavily contaminated with PCBs.  Our investigations included health studies of the Mohawks, animal toxicology studies of effects of PCBs on the nervous, immune and endocrine systems and metabolism, determination of levels of PCBs in human body fluids, animals from the region, soils, sediments, air and water and investigation of several methods for destruction and removal of PCBs from contaminated soils, sediments and water.  A laboratory for chemical measurement of PCBs is a central part of our research team.   The data collection phase of this study has ended, but we are still analyzing data and preparing publications of the results.


In recognition of my contributions in the general field of environmental health, I have served on several national and international advisory committees.  From January, 1997, until February 2001 I was a member of the National Advisory Environmental Health Sciences Council of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences.  This Committee was appointed by the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services to advise the Director and Staff of the Institute on all matters of policy, scientific direction and priorities.  In 1997, I was also appointed to be a member of the Great Lakes Science Advisory Board of the International Joint Commission, which is a binational Commission between Canada and the United States that deals with issues related to the Great Lakes.  In 2000, I was selected to serve as the US Co-Chair of the Workgroup on Ecosystem Health, one of the subcommittees of the Science Advisory Board.  In 1999, I was invited to be a member of the Expert Panel Review team for the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, a panel assembled to review the newest edition of the publication, Toxicological Profiles for Polychlorinated Biphenyls.  I have been a member of the Board of Directors of the Pacific Basin consortium on Hazardous Wastes, Environment and Health for several years, in 2001 was elected to be treasurer of that organization, and I have just recently assumed the position of Chair of the Board.  In 2001, I was appointed a member of the Committee on Implications of Dioxins in the Food Supply, a committee of the US National Academy of Sciences, and the report from this committee was released in July, 2003.  I was a coauthor and the official spokesperson for a study of contaminants in farmed and wild salmon which was first published in Science in January, 2004, and has received international attention.  In November 1999, I was awarded the Homer N. Carver Lecture Award by the Section on the Environment of the American Public Health Association for contributions to the field, and in 2001, I was selected to be the Academic Laureate of the University at Albany Foundation for distinguished service to the University.  


Because of my public health background in environmental health and my research experience in both human and animal studies involving dioxins, PCBs, metals and other environmental contaminants,  I believe that I am qualified to evaluate and review the scientific validity of the plaintiff’s complaint of imminent and substantial endangerment on human health and the environment posed by the General Motors Corporation in Bedford, Indiana. I have conducted research studies of the health effects of PCB exposure of a Native American population living along the St. Lawrence River at a different General Motors site, of an Alaskan Native population living on St. Lawrence Island, Alaska, and of people living along the Hudson River in New York and the Housatonic River in Massachusetts.  I have published numerous articles based on both human exposure to dioxins, PCBs and other contaminants and experimental studies with animal exposed to lead, PCBs and other contaminants.  I have reviewed medical records and/or serum PCB levels of over 3,000 residents of Anniston, Alabama, Crystal Springs, Mississippi and Chicago, Illinois who have been exposed to PCBs as a result of residential proximity to industrial contaminated sites, and have provided medical monitoring advice in these and other cases.  I am a public health physician, not a practicing physician, and the health effects of persistent toxic substances is my public health specialty.
