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February 1, 2008

Senator Frank Lautenberg

Hart Senate Office Building
Suite 324
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Robert Menendez
317 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senators Lautenberg and Menendez,
On behalf of Edison Wetlands Association (EWA), I wanted to notify you of a very serious public health and environmental situation that is likely impacting the lives of children across New Jersey and nationwide.  


You may well remember the Ford Motor Company/Edgewood Properties scandal in early 2006, in which EWA uncovered contaminated recycled concrete aggregate being illegally moved to dozens of residential sites across the state.  At that time, a Ford Motor Company representative stated that the toxic Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) were not from Ford’s onsite operations, but likely from caulk mixed into the concrete.  Indeed, PCBs were frequently used as a plasticizer in the production of caulk, until the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) banned PCB use in building materials in 1977 due to its carcinogenic properties. 

Unfortunately, the damage was already done.  A 2004 Harvard investigation found that caulk laden with PCBs had been used in constructing municipal buildings and schools in Boston, Massachusetts, built before 1980.  A school in Westchester County, New York, was also sampled, revealing a shocking 38,000 parts per million (ppm) of (a commercial PCB called Aroclor 1260 – or 760 times USEPA’s allowable limits!

Here in New Jersey, the Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) set a residential PCB limit of .49 ppm, creating an “acceptable health risk” of 1 case of cancer for every 1 million people.  PCBs are a known carcinogen, and recent studies have also shown strong links between PCB environmental contamination and developmental disorders such as autism.  Should New Jersey schools be found to contain the level of PCBs found in New York, the “acceptable health risk” moves from 1 in 1 million to 77,551 in 1 million – a 7.8% risk of cancer.  
In light of this situation’s serious potential public health impacts, I ask that you request the USEPA immediately begin screening all New Jersey schools and daycare facilities built between 1930 and 1980 for PCB-contaminated caulk.  An alternate plan would test select New Jersey school buildings ranging in both age and geographic location in order to provide a statistically relevant sampling that may help us understand any patterns of greater PCB prevalence.  

I also ask that you consider holding U.S. Senate hearings that demand the USEPA take accountability for this issue.  While the USEPA is fully aware of the problem of PCBs in caulk at schools, they have refused to take action at this time.  As such, there is no real understanding about just how prevalent PCB-laced caulk is in New Jersey’s schools, or in schools across the nation.  At the very least, a Senate hearing would force USEPA to develop a plan for addressing the issue of PCBs in schools. 

With the health of the nation’s children possibly under direct threat, the USEPA and Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Research must not waste any more time with delays in launching a school sampling campaign.  I’m not only concerned about this as a public health and environmental advocate, but even more directly as a parent of school-aged children.  I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely, 

Robert Spiegel

Executive Director 

Edison Wetlands Association
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